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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

TIM CARROLL
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBER

Timothy Carroll, better known as Tim in the clubhouse, joined the

Racquet Club in 2018 and currently sits on the Finance Committee.

Tim has spent most of his time at the Racquet Club on the fourth-

floor learning tennis and racquets to questionable degrees of

success. He has helped organize participation in various

tournaments and enjoys welcoming and playing with new members.

Tim is a CPA and a shareholder at a Center City accounting firm

that focuses on tax planning and consulting. Tim has volunteered in

recent years with low-income tax assistance programs and financial

literacy events for young adults. Tim was raised outside Hartford,

CT, spent fifteen years around Washington, D.C., and moved to

Philadelphia in 2015. He lives with his wife Julia Chapman in the

Fitler Square neighborhood.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT THE RACQUET CLUB?
Tim C.:  A well struck racquets or tennis shot is hard to beat but the members
and staff are the best part of the Racquet Club.

Tom H.: I love the racket sports the club offers, the upgraded fitness facility
and the camaraderie of fellow members and our superb staff.

WHAT EXPERIENCE DO YOU HAVE AT THE CLUB OR IN YOUR
PROFESSION THAT YOU BELIEVE WILL BE MOST HELPFUL TO
THE CLUB IN SERVICE OF ITS MEMBERS?
Tim C.: I'm a CPA with over fifteen years of tax planning experience. Beyond
the financial background, my professional experience has taught me to make
calm, rational decisions after considering all information.

Tom H.: My legal background, previous board affiliations with other clubs,
insurance knowledge and familiarity with the racket sports and fitness
industry will serve me well as a board member.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR OUR SUMMER MEMBERS
REGARDING THE CLUB’S SERVICES AND AMENITIES?
Tim C.: The clinics are a great place to learn or improve your basics. You'll
also meet folks to schedule your own games in that sport which leads to more
friendly faces around the Club. 

Tom H.: Take advantage of the free introductory lessons with the
professional staff and enter as many racket playing events as possible. You
will meet people in a relaxed and fun atmosphere.

TOM HARRITY
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBER

Tom has been a member of the Racquet Club of Philadelphia since

1986. He is an enthusiastic and competitive squash player who has

been playing in RCOP club tournaments and US Squash national

level and professional squash tournaments in doubles since joining

the club. Tom frequently partners with Rob Whitehouse in PSRA

squash doubles league play and enjoys all social events. Tom is a

trial lawyer with his own law firm specializing in a variety of legal

matters including personal injury, professional negligence, civil

defense, insurance company subrogation, and other general civil

matters.  Tom was raised in Rosemont, Pennsylvania and graduated

from The Haverford School in 1980. Thereafter, he attended

Williams College earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1984. Tom

obtained his JD in 1994 from Delaware Law School and his CPCU

insurance degree in 2000.  Tom lives with his wife Holly and his

three children, Caitlin, Natalie and Michael in the Art Museum area

of Philadelphia. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY AT THE RACQUET CLUB?
Tim C:  I loved playing tennis with friends as summer members without any
of us totally knowing the rules. For months. Some great evenings and we
eventually did figure out those hazards.

Tom H.: There are numerous favorite memories but one comes to mind
which includes the multiple "games dinner events" held downstairs in the
cafe ( I call it the Viking Room) which were often preceded by raucous
cocktail parties and during which members roasted fellow members on stage
as they accepted their prizes.

WHAT IS YOUR RACQUET CLUB GUILTY PLEASURE?

Tim C.:  A lunchtime game or workout is a nice way to break up a workday
and a steam or sauna is nice almost any time.

Tom H.:  Steam and saunas; pre-ordering lunch for delivery in the men's
locker room after a planned workout; the very rare occasion when my wife
and I have booked a RCOP room for an overnight stay (need to do this
more!).

AROUND THE CLUB
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August 8, 2021: The Racquet Club of Philadelphia, in coordination with its non-profit foundation, The Historic Preservation and
Education Fund (the “RC Fund”) and with support from Chase Lenfest and his family, is proud to announce a newly formed
partnership with SquashSmarts, Philadelphia’s award winning out-of-school time youth mentoring program, to provide high quality
squash-and-fitness instruction and career development opportunities for Philadelphia’s children. 

The RC Fund continues to demonstrate a commitment to support historic preservation and education initiatives that benefit the local
community and provide enhanced exposure to the game of squash, as well as other racquet sports.  The Racquet Club and RC Fund are
proud to partner with SquashSmarts to advance these worthy endeavors. 

SquashSmarts is a non-profit academic and athletic mentoring program dedicated to improving the lives of underserved youth from
Philadelphia public schools by providing intensive, long-term academic tutoring and squash instruction, while imparting high
standards of personal integrity, health and fitness, and service to the community.  

Through this partnership and thanks to a lead gift to the RC Fund from Chase Lenfest, twelve SquashSmarts students have enrolled in
a six-week intensive summer squash program at the Racquet Club from July 6th to August 13th. The student participants visit the club
four days per week to work with the Racquet Club’s athletic professionals in developing their squash skills in match play, stroke
production, overall physical fitness and learning the game of Court Tennis. To be eligible, each student must also be a team member of
SquashSmarts’ year-round academic mentoring program. 

“SquashSmarts was actually founded at the Racquet Club twenty years ago thanks to its staff and members,” says SquashSmarts
Executive Director Stephen Gregg. “So, for us to build upon and expanded our partnership with the Club and the Lenfest family – and
to have some of our original middle school student-athletes come back and serve as adult coaches for the next generation of students
– it speaks to the special combination of longevity and intensity of our program and our partners”

The Racquet Club, in addition to its contribution of facilities and professional staff, is donating all court time for the program while
SquashSmarts is providing squash coaches and alumni to assist the club’s professional staff in running the program. In addition to
paying for transportation and daily lunches for the summer program participants, the RC Fund will also cover the entry fees for up to
twenty SquashSmarts student-athletes in the RC’s annual Junior Bronze Tournament held each February at the Racquet Club. The
partnership will also sponsor a 16-week paid apprenticeship at the Racquet Club for one SquashSmarts participant each Fall.  

The Racquet Club of Philadelphia and the RC Fund are pleased to welcome twelve SquashSmarts student-athletes. We extend our
thanks to: the SquashSmarts students for their commitment to the program; to the Racquet Club and SquashSmarts staff and
coaching professionals for their time and commitment; to Chase Lenfest and his family for their support as well as to the many RC
members and friends who have contributed to the program through the RC Fund. 

To learn more or make a donation to support the on-going success of the program and the philanthropic work of the RC Fund, please
visit www.rcopfund.org.  To learn more about the SquashSmarts youth mentoring program, visit www.squashsmarts.org 

|   AROUND THE  CLUB

PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT:
YEAR ROUND PARTNERSHIP SUPPORTING SQUASHSMARTS YOUTH
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APRIL 2021
While there were many nominations for the Employee of the Month in April, Mr. Asher and Mr. Lumley
performed most admirably while covering all things athletic during Rob Whitehouse’s medical leave.
Averaging over 50 hours per week, James and John ensured that the athletic programming continued
flawlessly while Rob recovered from his knee surgery. They covered all hours of operation, managed
tournament and clinic schedules, and absorbed additional lessons, all to the benefit and amazement of
the Racquet Club membership. James’ and John’s dedication to the club and its members were on full
display during the month of April so they are most deserving of this prestigious designation. 
 Congratulations to this dynamic duo.

MAY 2021
For the month of May, we received several nominations for Employee of the Month, the most we have
received in over a year! All nominees deserve praise for their dedication and work ethic but David
Wright was able to narrowly edge out the competition due to his stellar performance during the month
of May. When Dave isn’t creating eye-catching flyers or getting “likes” for the Club’s social media pages,
he is guiding prospective members through the Elective Process to join the Club. By the end of May,
Dave had enrolled 11 new members which is the most candidates in over 16 months! Dave is particularly
skilled in making prospective members feel welcome before they even join the Club which is why he has
been able to convert so many provisional members into full membership. Please congratulate Dave on a
job well done!

JUNE 2021
Congratulations to Angelina for earning the honor of Employee of the Month in June. The Food &
Beverage department had to accelerate operations quickly when the City announced that indoor dining
restrictions would be lifted. From the onset of the City’s declaration, Angelina was expeditiously
managing the details with the team to prepare the Gold Leaf Café and 1889 Pub & Grille for its opening.
In addition to the restaurants re-opening, we had our first large events in over a year within two weeks
of one another, welcoming over 50 members for the Annual Meeting and over 100 for the Summer Kick
Off Party. Angelina was diligently ordering, scheduling, cleaning, and so much more just to have the
Front of House ready to welcome everyone back. She is doing a wonderful job leading her team and her
efforts are directly related to the positive feedback in the 1889 Pub & Grille. Congratulations, Angelina!

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

JAMES ASHER & 
JOHN LUMLEY

Squash and Tennis Pros

DAVID WRIGHT
Membership & Marketing

Coordinator

ANGELINA CRAWFORD
Manager of F&B Services

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS

We are so proud to announce the RCOP's General
Manager, Derik Comalli along with his wife Alyssa
Swanson, welcomed their first child on June 6,
2021.  Dexter Gerald Comalli entered the world at
8lbs 2oz and 20.75" long, with an immediate
infatuation for Spiderman.  Derik is counting
down the days until he can get him out on the
Squash Court!  Congrats Derik + Alyssa!
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A Mysterious Disappearance

Early in 1955, newspapers all over the United States reported the mysterious disappearance of a Club Member, Ward
Wheelock, with his guest and crew aboard his 66’ yacht. The background of the story is this: Ward Wheelock, the retired
owner of a prominent advertising agency in Philadelphia, was a prominent yachtsman. On a cruise with his wife, son,
some friends, and the crew, they spent some time in Hamilton, Bermuda. As they were preparing to leave, a hurricane
delayed them. --After three days, the storm was over though there were still high winds and seas. Disregarding the
advice of the Coast Guard, they left and were never heard from again.

The boat had just been reconditioned and against strong tradition, Wheelock changed its name from “Margot II”, the
name of his former wife, to “Home Sweet Home”. Such a change among seamen has always been considered chancing
fate. In this case, it certainly was true. Extensive air and sea reconnaissance failed to turn up even the smallest trace.

The area in which the boat was presumed to have sunk, if indeed it did, is known as the Nares Deep and is located in the
Bermuda Triangle. With a depth of 23 to 25,000 feet, it is the deepest part of the North Atlantic Ocean. The boat was
designed for racing, had a shallow draft, and it has been theorized that they might have all been below when a sudden
gust of wind coupled with a huge wave capsized the boat and sunk it. But a 66 foot boat is fairly large and should leave
some flotsam, though none was ever found. Another theory, though much less credible, was that they were the victim of
pirates, still an occasionally known quantity in that general region. Whatever the cause, it was a genuine tragedy.

An excerpt from Footnote 11 from the Club History Book

RCOP FUN FACT 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE
BY KATELYNN ZACCARIA, DIRCTOR OF FOOD & BEVERAGE

The City of Philadelphia has lifted restrictions on private events and The Racquet Club is ready to welcome everyone back safely!
Think of us for your company event, milestone birthday party, social event, or holiday party. Our team is dedicated to executing safe
and memorable events, so contact Mia Spadoni at mia@rcop.com to check availability. Dates are filling up fast!

COVID forced us reassess the dining options time and time again. First, we had to completely shut down, then we pivoted to outdoor
dining.  Then, back to indoors but in the Main Dining Room due to its abundant square footage and high ceilings, then shut down
again, then over to the Reading Room. When we were finally able to reopen the 1889 Pub & Grille members and staff alike were totally
ready! We were thrilled to be able to open fully in  mid-June and our members were excited to be back in the Pub. The following week
we were able to reopen the Gold Leaf Cafe which has also doubled as a co-working space so bring your laptop and have a sandwich in
the Cafe.   It’s so good to be able to move back toward the familiar and we hope that you can join us in the restaurants soon! 

Duke of Edinburgh visit
Chef Manny can officially say he has cooked for royalty due to His Royal
Highness Prince Edward’s visit to the Club in 2018. Over a hundred
members came to a cocktail reception to rub elbows with the Queen’s
youngest son as he represented his father, The Duke of Edinburgh, on
his tour of US Court Tennis courts.  

130th Anniversary
Over three hundred members, prospective members, and guests (not to
mention the Phillie Phanatic!) joined us to celebrate 130 years at The
RCOP.

Three Jimmy Dunns
Chef Manny has presided over three Jimmy Dunn Dinner Dances and
Tournament weekends. His food seamlessly integrated with our themes
of Fire & Ice, Moroccan, and French and his leadership in the kitchen
made sure we were ready for lunch, brunch, dinner service throughout
the tournament weekends. 

Co-created the Speakeasy dining concept
Led the kitchen through the pandemic and helped shift focus to takeout
Created incredible takeover menus each month

Chef Manny joined the team right after New Year’s in 2017 and has grown
marvelously in the role 
ever since. Under his leadership the 1889 Pub & Grille, a growing number of
members continue to dine with us and the Club has executed countless Private
Events. 

Some highlights of his time here:

We have been very lucky to have Chef Manny in the Club leading the kitchen for
the last five years and we wish him luck in his newest endeavor. We’ll miss him! 

FAREWELL TO CHEF MANNY

PRIVATE EVENTS ARE BACK

REOPENING RESTAURANTS



ALL OF THIS TOO

MUCH? THE RCOP

OFFERS OFFSITE

CATERING OPTIONS

SO GIVE US A CALL

AND WE’LL BE HAPPY

TO MAKE YOUR

BACKYARD PARTY

EASY FOR YOU AND

YOUR GUESTS!

APRIL RESTAURANT TAKEOVER: MEDITERRANEAN
Tuesday, April 13th - 16th
The Q Lounge turned into Cobalt Courtside for Mediterranean-
style dining all week long! It was well attended and members
loved the theme.

MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH
Sunday, May 9th
Over thirty members joined us for an a la carte brunch in the
Reading Room for Mother’s Day, while three members ordered
our Family Brunch Kit to make at home!
  

 MAY RESTAURANT TAKEOVER: MEXICAN
Tuesday, May 11th - 14th
The Q Lounge turned into a Mexican-themed dining experience
all week long! 
 

RCSA: MEMORIAL DAY REGATTA
May 28th - 30th
Racquet Club Sailing Association members went to Annapolis
Maryland for a sailing trip to kick of the 2021 season!

Think about the guest experience. Have sunscreen and bug spray out and available in case

people forgot. A cute way to display this is in a little sand bucket on a shepherds hook right out in

the lawn. 

Be ready for the kids. Bored kids make more work for parents so create little areas of interest for

them to play. Place a blanket on the grass and put out some toys, and if you have little tables and

chairs set up a little area for kids to sit and play. 

To grill or not to grill - It’s a tradition to grill burgers, hot dogs, steaks, and chicken for backyard

barbecues but that traps you as the host in front of the grill. Consider pre-cooking these items

until around 75% done so it takes less time while your guests are present. Or skip it altogether

and go with roast pork or roast beef sandwiches that can be made in advance and placed in a

crockpot. 

Make it easy for your guests to know how to meet their needs. Make it clear where the drinks are,

where the bathroom is, where they can put their things, and so on. Guests will be able to enjoy

their time more if they are not worried about being awkward and looking for what they need. 

 

1889 PUB & GRILLE  AND GOLD LEAD CAFE
REOPENING
Tuesday, June 15th & June 22nd
After more than a year members returned to dine in the
1889 Pub & Grille and Gold Leaf Café.  Both a la carte dining
outlets are now back in operation!
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A BACKYARD BBQTips for hosting
SUMMER IS BACKYARD BARBECUE SEASON! MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR PARTY WITH THESE TIPS: 

CLUB EVENT RECAPS
 ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
Wednesday, June 16th 
Over fifty members returned to learn about the state of the
Club looking back on 2020 and forward to a post pandemic
future.

BOARD GAME NIGHT
Tuesday, June 22nd
Member Omar Cancio hosted a fun Board Game night for a
full house in the 1889 Pub & Grille.

JUNE RESTAURANT TAKEOVER: SOUTHERN BBQ 
June 23rd-25th
The 1889 Pub & Grille transformed into a Southern
Barbecue restaurant for one week! Members really enjoyed
traditional southern dishes and themed drinks!
 
BYOB CLUB
June 29th
Member Arianae Tsavaris hosted an impromptu BYOB night
in the Sailing Room.
 
SUMMER KICK OFF PARTY
June 30th
More than one hundred Members and incoming Summer
Members alike came together to celebrate the beginning of
the Summer with complimentary food and live music!
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Throughout the month of July, I had the pleasure of presenting a

self defense course to the members of the Raquet Club. Over the

span of four weeks, we discussed and practiced many elements of

self defense as it pertains to life in the city. This format allowed

participants to build a solid overview of street self defense. While

some of these skills may seem like common sense, as I like to say,

“Common sense is not always common practice”.

Our first session focused on awareness, avoidance, and de-

escalation, as these are the best tools for staying out of an

altercation before it occurs. I emphasized the importance of

keeping a cool head and controlling fear - it’s easier said than

done!

In the second session, our group learned how to strike back should

an attack happen. This one was fun! We practiced hammer fists,

slapping, elbows, knees and kicks. All of these tools are common

practice in our Wednesday night kickboxing classes as well if you

would like to try it out!

In the third session, we approached groundwork. What happens if

you’re grabbed, picked up, or taken off your feet? Elements of

Muay Thai and Jiujitsu helped us understand how to stay rooted

on our feet, how to fall, stay safe on the ground, and get up to

escape.

The final session delved into the real world threat of weapons. We

built an understanding of some common weapon tactics and how

to level the playing field with improvised weapons. Additionally,

we spoke about popular myths, training practices, the law of self

defense, and family safety plans.

What’s next?

While I enjoy teaching self defense, it is a skill set that I hope will

never be needed. Nonetheless, I am proud of this group for taking

the first step in developing their self defense capabilities. As a

resident instructor here at the Club, I am always available to

answer any questions, and happy to conduct private sessions for

individual self defense concerns. We are having internal

discussions about having this course again in the fall, so please

reach out and let us know if you’re interested! To quote Sun Tzu

“It’s better to be a warrior in a garden, than a gardener in a war”. I

look forward to meeting more of you warriors over the next few

months!

RCOP MEMBERS LEARN SELF DEFENSE

BY: HARRISON RIDALL
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MEMBERSHIP

BRIA ALTIERI
GRAHAM & BO IN* ARADER

GREGORY CLEMENT
MARY BELL CLEMENT

KATHARINE COOK
RYAN COTTONE

ALEXANDER DANILOVICH
 
 
 

CHARLES DE CARVALHO
ROGER & ELIZABETH* HALL

P.A. & JODY* HOWARD
DANIEL JONAS &

ALEXANDRA EPSILANTY
AARON KAUFMAN

BENJAMIN MURDOCH
 
 

BRADLEY SAINT-LAURENT &
BARBARA SAINT-LAURENT

JOHN SCHUMACHER &
JESSICA SCHUMACHER

ALEX SELDIN
AMANDA THOMPSON
STEPHEN WETHERILL

 

(*) DENOTES NEW MEMBERS NOT PICTURED.

IN MEMORIAM

Heinzen, Bernard G.
Member for 44+ Years

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
The following candidates were posted for admission to membership and have since been accepted.  



|    MEMBERSHIP

SUMMER MEMBER CLASS OF 2021
Kristin Aronson
Theo Aronson
Dante Averiett
John Battista

Ric Best
Carl Buchholz

Nafeesah Cannady
Rebecca Chiffer

Gracie Cook
Peter Coyle

Abraham Doe
Erica Eidelson

Will Emrich
Elisa Esposito
John Ferruzzi

Mat Finkelson-Reece
Chelsea Gagnier

Chris Gagnier
Fang Gant

Thomas Gant Jr.
Shubham Garg

Joe Geissler
Jim Goyer
Eric Haab

Bob Kacergis
Alex Kajari
Jared Kern

Theresa Kinsella
Elisa Kuhn

Matthew Lark
Daniel Leinhauser

Brandon Locke
Lea Ann Matura
Scott McConnell
Ryan McGrath
Fiona Murphy

Sebastian Nakos
David Nicosia
Billy O'Brien

Patrick O'Connor
Andy Pancoast

Colleen Poynton
Nada Rifai

Craig Scheuerle
Scott Scheuerle
Aron Schwartz
Neeraj Shekhar

Kevin Sherry
Jake Smith

Sawyer Smith
Samuel Smith

Stephen Stanley
Cole Testaiuti

Clare Tompkins
Chris Turk

Chris Uhrinek
Kristin Weber

Jacque Whaumbush
Jane Whelan

Kara Whitehouse
Kat Williams

Brandon Yoshimura
Melissa Ciurlino

Anthony Cognetti
Christina Conti

Marja Fitzgerald
Patrick Fitzgerald

Brad Flaugher
Harrison Hart

Trent Holbrook
Alaistair Jones
Lauren Long

Chase Markman
Andrew Matthews
Lauren O'Leary

Daniel Orr
Domingo Pacheco

Pamela Shively
Inderjot Singh

Alex Smith
Justin Uplinger
Vikram Uprari

Brendan Warrington
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Non-Resident
38%

Suburban
17.8%

Resident 40-64
13.6%

Resident 65+
12%

Resident 30-39
11.3%

Junior
6%0 5 10 15

Junior 

Suburban 

Non-Resident 

Resident 30-39 

Resident 40+ 

Male 

Female 

HONORABLE MENTIONS:  1 CANDIDATE EACH

 
MR. GARRETT LAWLOR

MS. AUDREY LEHR

MR. DOUGLAS LURIO

MR. JOHN MADZIN

MR. DANIEL MCGOWAN

DR. LAURA PICCIANO

MR. EVAN SELTZER

MR. DYLAN WARD

DR. WILLIAM WILLIAMS

MR. ADAM YAARI

 

Thank you to all members that sponsored a new candidate for 
membership as your efforts contribute to the long-term
viability of our great Club. The pandemic has led to a decrease
in new member candidates so it is imperative that our
members introduce and sponsor their friends, family and
colleagues to the Club.  The following members sponsored new
members during the last quarter.

TOP SPONSORS:  2 CANDIDATES EACH

MR. HUNTER ABRAMS

MR. GREG CERTO

MR. PETER GRIFFITH

MR. THOMAS HARRITY

MR. CEDRIC OSBORNE

MR. TURNER SMITH

Members that propose a Resident, Suburban or Junior

candidate for membership will receive a $250 Racquet Club

gift card upon the initiation of their nominated candidate.

Members can use this gift card for all club services and

amenities, which include:

INDOOR OR TAKEOUT DINING

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS

PERSONAL TRAINING FEES

LESSON FEES

MERCHANDISE

PARKING

 

If that new member maintains his/her membership for one

year, the primary sponsoring member will receive another

$250 Racquet Club gift yard at the start of the candidate's

second year of membership.

For more information on the New Member Incentive, please

contact Membership Coordinator, by calling David Wright  at

215-772-1555 or by emailing dave@rcop.com.

ALL-STAR MEMBER SPONSORS

MEMBERSHIP BY THE NUMBERS
BREAKDOWN OF NEW MEMBERS:  

JApril - June 2021 we welcomed 17 new members

COMPOSITION OF TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

735 Members

NEW MEMBER INCENTIVE

$250 NOW
$250 LATER

MR. MATT AVELLINO

MR. ROSS BOLLING

MR. GREGORY CLEMENT

MR. GEORGE FRANK

MRS. ELLEN GILBERTI

MR. TIM GREGG

MR. DAVID HOBBS

MR. CLAYTON KEIR

MR. JUSTIN KLEIN
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Junior 
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Non Resident
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Resident 40-64
13.6%

Resident 65+
12%
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RACQUET CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA FRONTLINE HEROES

Frontline workers are the heroes from various sectors that work continuously to save lives, provide comfort, supply essential goods
and so much more. Over the last 1 ½ years the work of frontline workers has been even more crucial as the world battled Covid-19 and
due to this, these individuals put themselves at risk to help others. Others such as you and me and countless patients, customers,
neighbors, family members and friends alike. For their continued efforts and sacrifices we say, thank you! This feature is dedicated to
the frontline workers within the RCOP community. There are so many of you to thank but here you will find a handful of our RCOP
heroes highlighted as they share their experiences dealing with this historic period.

Reflecting on the past year and a half, I realize that my professional career will always be divided into "before" and "after" Covid. To

say that this disease is a catastrophic problem is indeed an understatement. How can you possibly describe the toll it has taken on

all of us, the exhaustion, the despair, the frustration? I have seen things I never want to see again and have a difficult time even

discussing it. I have been challenged emotionally and physically with so many days returning home, only to desire a few hours of

solitude. Despite all that we have been though in our field, I grow to admire the valiant efforts of all of my colleagues from

physicians, to nurses, and all the personnel that makes a health system serve its community every day. We haven't had much

downtime and continue to show up to care for our patients despite our own weariness and fear. Covid is a formidable foe that has

touched us all in ways we could never have imagined. I am truly humbled by my experience.

I am currently enrolled in the Doctorate of Nursing Practice - Nurse Anesthesia Program at the University of Pennsylvania, with an

anticipated graduation date of May 2022. On completion of the program, I will be working as a nurse anesthetist at the Children’s

Hospital of Philadelphia, and will have completed my doctoral work on investigating the utilization of a drug, Exparel, in a

peripheral nerve block, and if it provides superior pain relief to those patients undergoing shoulder surgery than what is currently

accepted in practice. I have been working and administering anesthesia in the operating rooms at Pennsylvania Hospital for almost

two years now. Luckily, there has been a significant decrease in COVID positive patients at the institution.

As someone who is in direct contact with a patient’s airway, and has control of their respiratory and ventilation status during

surgery, it has been nerve-racking to expose myself to a magnitude of patients on a daily basis. Though social distancing may be six

feet, I am within six inches of the patient’s face as I place their breathing tube. When entering the operating room for patient care, I

ensure that I am wearing all necessary components of PPE, including goggles, a hat, two masks (one surgical, one N95), two pairs of

gloves, and a gown. I have also made adequate use of technology to place breathing tubes in patients that help keep a larger distance

between myself and a patient’s airway. Once the patient has a breathing tube in place, and it becomes a closed system, the threat of

contracting any viruses or germs from the patient becomes very minimal for us in the OR. Thankfully, I have not been sick from

caring for any COVID positive patients, and I have been fully vaccinated for months now. I want to thank all of the frontline workers

during this pandemic, and express my sincerest appreciation for all they do for their patients. 

LAURA PICCIANO, DO, FACOI
Lead Physician
Main Line Health, Roxborough
RCOP member of 8+ years

KIRBY BEGLEY, BSN, RN, CCRN
Doctorate of Nursing Practice - Nurse Anesthesia Program
The University of Pennsylvania
RCOP member of 2+ years
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It is an odd feeling being thrown into a situation you did not choose to be a part of. The pandemic was handed to us as frontline

workers without our consent but we had to handle it. It has been a rollercoaster of emotions this past year. At first there was fear –

which lasted about a day before quickly getting over that and realizing that I had a job to do. I spent the first several months of the

pandemic isolated, concerned that after seeing and swabbing hundreds of COVID patients I would be the biggest vector. Despite

seeing COVID patients I actually felt grateful during the pandemic to not only have a job but to also be able to have some semblance of

normalcy being able to go into work every day.

As I learned to trust my PPE and month after month managed to not get sick I, like most others, cautiously ventured out into the world

realizing that masks and social restrictions would be our new normal. I will admit one of the happiest days of my life was December 17,

2020. The day I got my first COVID vaccine. This was the first time in almost a year I truly felt hopeful. That feeling continues as more

and more of us are vaccinated and if you haven’t been vaccinated already, I recommend that you do.

The pandemic has pushed the medical community to new limits. I have been inspired by the providers within our health system and

across the globe who have united during this distressing experience to share information in real time, take care of our patients, and

keep one another safe.

CHARLOTTE J. SMITH, MDI
Physician 
Penn Medicine Urgent Care
RCOP member of 2+ years

LAUREN KRUMEICH, MD, MS
General Surgery Resident
University of Pennsylvania
RCOP member of 5+ years
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ATHLETICS

With the Covid Pandemic causing mayhem around the world, the Pro Shop has been playing catch up on all Club Championships.
Priscilla Person and Randy Barr played in the D Club Championship Final with Priscilla playing some unbelievable squash to defeat
Randy 3 games to love to take the title. John Fischer defeated Brad Saint-Laurent in the C Club Championships 3 games to 1. Tim
Vecchione took home the B Club Championships defeating Jose Bordon in a tight 4 game battle. Peter Flynn and Matt Callahan are
facing each other in the Super B Club Championships. In the Club Championships Final Sobhy sisters Amanda and Sabrina had an
absolute battle with Sabrina winning the first game only for Amanda to come storming back to take two games to one lead. Sabrina
wasn’t done yet winning the fourth game. In game five Amanda got an early lead and never let up to take the title 11-6 in the fifth. In
the ladies final Marian Prim and Victoria Scott will be playing later in the Summer. 

2020 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

On July 21st we had our Annual Youth vs Experience. This event pits Youth (29 and under) against Experience (30 and older) in
Squash Singles and Doubles and Court Tennis Doubles. We had a great turnout with 34 players including both Full Time and Summer
Members. Starting the night off on the singles squash court Summer Member Alastair Jones defeated Linc Slipakoff in an absolute
war, winning 11-9 in the 5th game. That was followed up by wins for the Youth team by Brendan Flynn and Omar Cancio in the Singles
and a Doubles Squash win by Nick Auerbach and Victoria Scott. Bill Green got the Experience team their first win of the night in a
hard fought 3 game win. Victoria Scott and John Fischer got the final wins for the Youth team on the Singles Squash both winning 3
games to love. The Experience team came flying back with wins for Bill Williams, Tim Vecchione, Joey Rosen and Vera Gordon to bring
the Experience team back in contention. 

After the first Squash Doubles win for the Youth team Jon Crowell and Bob Kacergis were trying to get the Experience team on the
board but came up short in a close 2 games to love loss against Stephen Wetherill and Chris Gagnier. Ray Johnston and Delma
Broussard got the Experience on the board with a 2-0 win against Youth’s Morgan McSenn and Omar Cancio.

In Court Tennis, Omar Cancio and Jeremy Thompson got the Youth team off to the perfect start with a 6/3 victory. The Experience of
Steve Sader and Vera Gordon were hoping to claw back the next match but fell short to Youth’s incredibly steady team of Victoria Scott
and John Fischer. The final match of the evening was an absolute battle with Experience’s Jon Crowell and Tim Carroll up against
Youth’s Mike Barton and Nick Auerbach. Mike and Nick battled away but Jon showed everyone why he is one of the best Amateurs in
the country with precise play and excellent court craft to win 8 games to 4.

After counting all games back the Youth team pipped Experience to the win 39 games to 32. This is the first time in the last four outings
that the Youth team have beaten the Experience team so the Experience team will be coming back hard next year to reclaim their
crown. 

2019-2020 TOURNAMENTS
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On Wednesday nights we have been running Pickleball from 4:30-7:30 on the Racquets Court. Pickleball has been well subscribed
throughout the Summer so far with regulars Mr. and Mrs. Tackett, Ms. Denton, Mrs. Perry and Mr. Gregory playing from 4:30-6 every
Wednesday. We have also picked up some new players Bob Kacergis and Rory Crowe. If you are interested in participating in
Pickleball come aon Wednesday nights and give it a try!

PICKLEBALL

JOHN LUMLEY'S TOP 3 FAVORITE COURT TENNIS COURTS
John Lumley, RCOP Court Tennis Professional and current #6 world ranked player has been playing this game since a very young age.  
Over the years, he has played on courts in all four countries, Australia, France, the UK and the United States.  We sat down and asked
him what his top three favorite courts were and here is what he said.

RACQUET CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA
Having worked here for almost 8 years, the RCOP has become a very important part of my
life and I love playing on this court.  It is slow & bouncy which I like as a player. The
grippy floor is a big bonus for me as well knowing you can race around the court and not
worry about slipping. It is a very true court and always a pleasure to play in front of a
home crowd! I look forward to playing many more matches here at the RCOP, starting
with the US Open in October which is being held here on my home court! Looking
forward to putting on a show later this year for the club & it’s members!

HOLYPORT REAL TENNIS CLUB - ENGLAND
I started playing Court Tennis at the age of 6 at Holyport. With my parents both being
players and us living under a 5-minute drive from the club I remember spending a lot of
my childhood and teenage years at Holyport. The court itself is quirky in the fact that the
edge of the Penthouse almost has a ski ramp that runs along the edge so it takes a little
hop off the roof if the ball is rolling. Also, a bouncy court which suits my game many
people wouldn’t put Holyport in their top 3 as the court is strange in the way it plays. But,
for me, the stand-alone court with a little bar area, small changing room & glass windows
from the club viewing area make it a quaint hidden gem!

RADLEY COLLEGE TENNIS COURT
I started my professional career at Radley when I was 17 years old. The club is on Radley
College grounds & attached to their Sports Centre which has, swimming, squash, gym & a
sports hall. Part of why I enjoyed Radley so much was getting to work with the juniors
from the school. They had 15 hours a week of court time and it was so exciting to see so
many juniors playing & improving. The court itself plays true and doesn't have any
strange quirks, but overall is a great court to play. They always used to get a great crowd
out for matches which was where I really started to enjoy playing  in front of a crowd. 
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JONATHAN AUERBACH
President
president@rcop.com

PETER ANGELIDES
Treasurer
peter@angelides.net 

ALVAR SOOSAAR
Secretary
asoosaar@gmail.com

LAURA PICCIANO
Membership Chair
laura.picciano@comcast.net
 
MIKE GORSEN
Athletics Chair 
mggol1@comcast.net

TIMOTHY BARR
Elective Committee Chair 
randybarr@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN DYER
Governor
christian.dyer@cbre.com

TIMOTHY CARROLL
Governor 
timcarroll02@gmail.com 

EDWARD PHILLIPS
Governor
ephillips@getzlerhenrich.com

DOUGLAS LURIO
Governor
mlurio@luriolaw.com

SCHUYLER WICKES
Governor
scwickes@yahoo.com

JONATHAN CROWELL
Governor
joncrowell@me.com

WILLIAM FREEMAN
Governor
wtfreeman@brownconnery.com

SANDRA ROSENBERG
Governor
srosenberg@postcre.com

TOM HARRITY
Governor
twharritylaw@gmail.com

BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 
EXECUTIVES, &
COMMITTEE CHAIRS GENERAL INFORMATION

VISIT THE WEBSITE

Hours of Operation
 Dress Code
 Employee Contact Information
 Calendar of Events
 Reciprocal Club List
 Fitness Class Schedule
 Private Events
 Gold Leaf Café Menu
 1889 Pub Menu
 Member Log-In Section

WWW.RCOP.COM 
The Club’s website has information related to
amenities and services, including but not
limited to:

In the Member Log-In section, registered
members can view their statements, use the
member directory, and find helpful information
on proposing new candidates for membership.

ONLINE BILL PAY
Members can make payments online by visiting
rcop.com and visiting the Member Log-In
section. Once logged in, members can register to
make payments conveniently online anytime or
anywhere! Payments for dues, house charges, or
both can also be automatically paid every
month.  To set up automatic payments, please
contact William Calero in the Billing office.

RCOP APP
Members can now access the member portal,
view statements, make dining or guest room
reservations, check upcoming events, and so
much more from anywhere  at any time!

PRIVATE EVENTS
Space for gatherings of any type and size
Discounted rates for members
Customizable menu and beverage options

OVERNIGHT 
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Club has 13 elegantly appointed guest rooms
that are perfect for out of town family, friends, or
business associates. Guests have complete access to
the clubhouse facilities including the Fitness
Center, Sauna and Steam Rooms, and both
restaurants. Discounted rates available when the
room is paid using a member account.   

To make a reservation, contact the Front Desk
(frontdesk@rcop.com / 215-735-1525) or visit
http://rcop.com/guest-rooms.

RECIPROCAL CLUB
PRIVILEGES
The Racquet Club has one of the most extensive
reciprocal networks of any club in the U.S. 
 Members have access to reciprocal clubs in many
of the major cities throughout the world, many of
which are Platinum Clubs of America. 

To view the list, visit  http://rcop.com/reciprocal-
clubs or contact the Front Desk (215-735-1525 or
email frontdesk@rcop.com).

ATHLETIC AMENITIES
Six Squash Courts, Doubles Squash Court,

Court Tennis, Racquets Court

 Fitness Center

 Select Complimentary Fitness Classes

 Personal Training

 Massage Therapy

 Sauna

 Steam

 Indoor Pool

http://rcop.com/guest-rooms
http://rcop.com/reciprocal-clubs


CLUB CONTACTS

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT ABOUT...

THE RACQUET CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA
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DERIK COMALLI 

GENERAL MANAGER

215-772-1552

DERIK@RCOP.COM

ROB WHITEHOUSE 

HEAD PRO

215-772-1544

PRO@RCOP.COM

KATELYNN ZACCARIA 

FOOD & BEVERAGE DIRECTOR

215-772-1541

KATELYNN@RCOP.COM

DAVID WRIGHT 

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

215-772-1555

DAVE@RCOP.COM

WILLIAM CALERO 

MEMBER BILLING

215-772-1543

WILLIAM@RCOP.COM

DEVRON OWENS 

FRONT DESK MANAGER 

215-735-1525

FRONTDESK@RCOP.COM

ANGELINA CRAWFORD

MANAGER OF F&B SERVICES

215-772-1556

ANGELINA@RCOP.COM

MIA SPADONI

PRIVATE EVENTS COORDINATOR

215-735-1528

MIA@RCOP.COM

JOHN CALLAS

FACILITIES MANAGER

215-772-1551

JOHNC@RCOP.COM

MANUEL GONZALEZ 

EXECUTIVE CHEF

215-772-1551

MANUEL@RCOP.COM

CHRIS CAMPLI

FITNESS DIRECTOR

267-367-0048

CCAMPLI@HEALTHEASEFITNESS.COM

ATHLETICS BILLING INQUIRIES 

PRO SHOP

215-772-1545

COURTS@RCOP.COM

DUES OR ASSESSMENT BILLING INQUIRIES

WILLIAM CALERO

215-772-1543

WILLIAM@RCOP.COM

FOOD & BEVERAGE BILLING 

INQUIRIES

KATELYNN ZACCARIA

215-772-1541

KATELYNN@RCOP.COM

BOOKING A PRIVATE EVENT 

MIA SPADONI

215-735-1528

MIA@RCOP.COM

FACILITIES ISSUES/QUESTIONS 

DERIK COMALLI

215-772-1552

DERIK@RCOP.COM

SPONSORING A NEW MEMBER 

DAVID WRIGHT

215-772-1555

DAVE@RCOP.COM

RECIPROCAL CLUB INTRODUCTION 

FRONT DESK

215-735-1525

FRONTDESK@RCOP.COM

LUNCH OR DINNER RESERVATIONS

RESERVATIONS@RCOP.COM

RSVP FOR CLUB EVENTS

EVENTS@RCOP.COM

COURT RESERVATIONS

COURTS@RCOP.COM

WWW.CLUBLOCKER.COM




